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history.”8 In that spirit, Perry championed a bill reaffirming Texas’s commitment to 
the Tenth Amendment. The so-called Tenthers contend that policies such as national 
health care reform, Social Security, and Medicare are an unconstitutional violation of 
the Tenth Amendment. According to a statement posted on his Web site when he was 
attorney general, Greg Abbott joined other states in suing the federal government “to 
protect all Texans’ constitutional rights, preserve the constitutional framework intended 
by our nation’s founders, and defend our state from further infringement by the federal 
government.”9 When the Supreme Court upheld the ACA in 2012 as a constitutional 
tax, Governor Perry responded that “freedom was frontally attacked by passage of this 
monstrosity—and the Court utterly failed in its duty to uphold the Constitutional limits 
placed on Washington.”10 As we can see, after 200 years, federalism in the United States 
continues to evolve. How much power the national government should have and how 
much power should be retained by the states remains an issue as contentious today as it 
was at our nation’s founding. States have also continued to become more involved in the 
day-to-day lives of their citizens. Nevertheless, state constitutions vary greatly in their 
length and specificity, the amount of power they confer to each branch of government, 
and the structure of their state judiciary, among other things.

Map 2.1  The United States, 1837

The northern part of Mexico in 1837 extended across most of what is today the American Southwest and most of California.
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